
Alexander Hamilton Vocational High School, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

MR. WILNER REPLACES MR. FOX AS PRINCIPAL 


HAMILTON MOURNS MR. FOX, 

victim of cancer 


Alexander Hamilton 
mourned the passing of 
its principal, Benjamin 
Fox, who died of cancer 
on August 22, 

Although Mr, Fox had 
been hospitalized twice 
in the past year for sur¬ 
gery, he had appeared in 
excellent health on his 
departure for Europe in 
the beginning of the sum¬ 
mer. Consequently his 
death came as a shock to 
faculty and students a- 
like. 

Apparently, Mr, Fox 
was aware of the fatal 
nature of his illness 

luring his last months. In spite of this, 
he proceeded with his plans for the recon¬ 
struction the fall term would bring, thou^i 
he knew he might not he here to 9ee it. 



FORMER PRINCIPAL OF JHS 139 
CHOSEN TO HEAD AHVHS 

Abraham Wilner assumed the duties of 
principal of Alexander Hamilton on Octo¬ 
ber 2, replacing our late principal, Mr. 
Fox. 

A native New Yorker, Mr. Wilner comes 
to Hamilton from Junior High School 139 
where he served as principal for seven 
years. 


Prior to being appointed to JHS 139* 
our new principal was Chairman of the Ac¬ 
ademic Department at East New York Voca¬ 
tional High School. His teaching back¬ 
ground also includes stints at Brooklyn 
Automotive High School and New Utrecht 
High School. Interestingly enough, Mr. 
Wilner had attended New Utrecht as a boy. 

In addition to his wide experience in 
high school teaching and administration, 
Mr. Wilner also teaches at City College 
of New York, 

When queried about his hobbies, Mr. 
Wilner cited photography, travel, and 
golf as his chief interests. 


FACULTY PLANS MEMORIAL TO MR. FOX 

Discussion of the most suitable sort of 
memorial to Mr, Fox was the main topic at 
the most recent general conference of the 
faculty, held in the students’ cafeteria on 
Monday, November 6, 

Among the projects tinder consideration 
are a painting by a world-renowned artist, 
a plaque, and a combination of the two. Fur¬ 
ther discussion is necessary before more de¬ 
finite steps can be taken. 


Asked if there were any particular 
comment he would address to the boys at 
Hamilton, Mr. Wilner pointed out that 
most of his teaching experience has been 
in boys' schools and that, consequently, 
he knows boys very well - how thev act, 
their problems, their needs and desires, 
and how to deal with them. He looks for¬ 
ward to a relationship of mutual under- 
standing, 

G. 


DeMatteo 
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SUBWAY MANNERS 

Elsewhere in these columns you will 
find a story about the subway courtesy 

drive. 

As you read it, think of courtesy 01 
the subway from another angle? wherever 
you go in public, but especially on tho 
subway, you represent not only this school 
but all young people. If you’ve ever beer 
annoyed by the attitude of some adults in 
criticizing all young people for the faults 
of a few (and who hasn’t?', ask yourself 1 
"Do I always present the beet possible 
picture of c. teen-ager?* 

W Sf vr V V W *M L 

IT? irJnr ttt 7v7r7r l; 

A WARNING- 


STAFF 


J. PERRONE 

3* 

G. DEMATTEO 

5B 

F. CURC3D 

3K 

J. BUSZETTA 

3? 

F. DESARDEN 

5E 

M. WILLIAMS 

5A 

F. POLLARD 

3? 

M. TORRES 

5E 

P. LAROCCA 

3B 

A. THIBOU 

3A 

J. SCHMIDT 

4A 

J, TAMMESO 

3B 


FACULTY ADVISER 



ROBERT 

DONNELLY 



PRINCIPALt ABRAHAM WILNES 

MEMBER, HIGH SCHOOL PRESS COUNCIL OF NEW 
YORK. 


THE SPOTLIGHT wishes to welcome most 
warmly our new principal, Mr. Wilner, and 
express our hope that his tenure here will 
be a long and happy one. 
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WHY BE 0NE4i/AY? 


Mid-terms are behind us and nothing can 
be done about then, but finals are ahead, 
and will be hero before we know it. Need 
we say more? 



Did you ever see a car going the wrong 
way on a cne-way street? i t best it cre¬ 
ates confusion and disorder and, at worst, 
results in. a serious accident. 

What has this to do with school? Sim¬ 
ple. Our stairways are all "one-way" - up 
or down. Yet many of us, through sheer 
thoughtlessness, go the wrorg way, 

(cont’d on Page 3 ) 


A HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

The Spotlight wishes to thank Mrs. Sor¬ 

okin, without whose gracious help we could 
not publish this paper, 

PRINTED HEADLINES BY MR. BENDER’S PRINT SHOP 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. POX 
(An Editorial) 

We would like to print, in these columns, 
the tribute paid our late principal, Mr. 
Pox, by the faculty in its first conference 
of the year. We are sure it expresses the 
feelings of student and teacher alike. 

'•The Faculty of Alexander Hamilton Voc¬ 
ational High School deeply mourn the loss 
of our Principal, Benjamin Pox, founder in 
deed of Alexander Hamilton Vocational High 
School, His steady and tireless devotion 
to the school, the students, and to the fac¬ 
ulty will be sorely missed. More than a 
principal, he was a friend to the faculty 
and a father to the students, in whom he 
placed boundless faith and expectation. 

His love of the school and his concern 
for it remained strong and steady oven in 
the last days of his life. We will not for¬ 
get his oourage, his perseverance, and his 
unselfish devotion in the very face of 
death, tt 

W M M W If K ic « 


SENIORS PLAN YEARBOOK 

With the appointment of Mr. Donnelly as 
publications adviser, plans for the year¬ 
book are underway. 

According to Mr, Donnelly, a constract 
is being negotiated with a publisher, a 
photographer has been appointed, and a 
staff will be chosen shortly. 

Bpys who are interested in working on 
tie annual should contact the adviser. Such 
beys, he pointed out, should be willing to 
de/ote some of their after-school time. He 
particularly nneds boys with artistio tal¬ 
ent, as well as boys with imagination and/ 
or writing talent. 

One of the first problems facing the 
staff is selection of a theme, Mr. Donnel¬ 
ly feels that a theme - a unifying idea 
brings the various elements of the book to¬ 
gether and makes it meaningful. 

Be would also like to expand the size of 
tht- book, through greater use of photos and 
copy. 3 x regard to the latter, he feels 
that much more could be done in the book to 
give the reader a feeling of the school. 


$1.4 MILLION 
RENOVATION BEGINS 

Hamiltonians returned to school this 
fall to find the long promised school re¬ 
construction program begun. 

At a cost of million dollars, the 
plans include a new music room, new sci¬ 
ence laboratories, new shops, all new 
plumbing and heating, new floors and 
lighting and. of course, a new paint job. 

The renovation is much needed, as Mr, 
Prener pointed out in a recent interview, 
and will re stilt in a practically new 
school, A special feature will be an au¬ 
ditorium like a Broadway theatre,' 

LaRocca and 
Begarden 


SENIORS TAKE REGENTS’ 

SCHOLARSHIP EXAM 

On. October 5, 1961, 24 seniors took 

the Regents' Scholarship Examination, 

The purpose of this exam is to give 
worthy students an opportunity to attend 
a state-accredited college. The scholar¬ 
ships are offered as an incentive to en¬ 
courage young people to develop their 
talents. 

The exam is divided into two parts. 
Part one is a test in scholastic aptitude. 
It is designed to measure the ability of 
the student to think clearly and accur¬ 
ately, and thus do college level work suc¬ 
cessfully. 

Part two is directly related to the 
classroom work of the high school. 

J. Schmidt 
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WHY BE ONE-WAY? (oont'd from Pago 2) 

Stop and think! Can a oar going the 
wrong way make better time? Of course not, 
Then, wouldn’t it be easier and better for 
everybody else (particularly when condi¬ 
tions are the way -they are - one stairway 
completely closed off, and construction 
work all around us) to use the correct 
stairway, instead of fighting the crowd? 
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IN AND AROUND 

THE LIBRARY 

A new term brings new books to the Ham¬ 
ilton library. Among the new titles are: 

"The Killer of Billy the Kid," a biog¬ 
raphy, 

"The Best of Bon Marquis," selections 
by the creator of Arcliy and Mehitable , 
the gentle cockroach and the flirtatious 
cat. 

"The Death end Life of Germany," a 
non-fiction boo?: about the reconstruction 
of Germany after the war. 

New magazines this year are "Ebony" 
and "Model Railioad," 

For newcomers at Hamilton, a little 
information abous the library might be in 
order. First of all, the library nas six 
thousand books, and a circulation of 1000 
monthly. In addition, to books, it offers 
magazines and newspapers, and, as a spec¬ 
ial feature, a listeners* lounge, where 
you may hear some if your favorite long 
playing r ecords. 

The library is under the capable su¬ 
pervision of Mr. Mapp, who is assisted by 
Mrs, Panish. If you do not have a library 
card, get one. On that subject, a slight¬ 
ly less cheerful note: Mr. Kapp mention¬ 

ed that too many cards are being lost, so- 
when you ge t your card, put it where you 



ALUMNI VIS IT SCHOOL 

Among recent visitors to the school was 
FrarkiWoleno, *58, a marine stationed in 
Florida and home on leave, He is an M. P. 


IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

With the coming of a fall term, there 
is the U3U&1 number of new faces among 
the faculty. It would setsm that Hamilton 
is particularly fortunate in its nevr 
teachers this term. 

With a heartfelt "Welcome" to them, 
the S potli ght would like to introduce a 
few of them to you. So, in the spotlight 
this i 3 sue are: 

Mr. Purcell : Friendly and easy-going, 

this gentleman comes to us after having 
laugh•> in several other schools. A grad¬ 
uate of City College of New York, he lists 
among his interests gardening, hiking, and 
swimming. Among his extra-curricular a- 
ohievements, he takes great pride in his 
summer home in Beacon County, which he 
built himself. 

Hr. Milowitz : A man of varied cultural 
pursuits is Mr, Milowitz, our social 
studies teacher. Among them are music, 
painting, and reading. He has taught at 
JHS 22, Plainview High School, and JHS 35*- 
A veteran of the Amy, discharged in ?958 
Mr, Milowitz takes an especially^dim view^ 
of the current world situation. (See p. S, 

Mr, Yaslow i Eighteen years of experience 
with such companies as Westinghouse and 
Republic Aviation accompany Mr. Yalsow of 
the Related Technical Department, to Ham¬ 
ilton. Among his after school pursuits 
is the worthwhile occupation of a Cub mas¬ 
ter with the Boy Scouts of America, 
also enjoys photography, the srts, and 
reading, 

Mrs. Kimmelman: Interviewed while moni¬ 

toring the lunchroom, this charging new 
addition to the faculty informed us that 
her birthplace is Chicago, minors, she 
attended Hunter College and has taught^ at 
other schools in New York, When asked 
about her hobbies and interests, she lis¬ 
ted modern and primitive dance, good 
books, music, theatre, and "my two sons". 
Her comment on 1 ■' job at Hamilton? 
"Happy to be here. The students oi Ham¬ 
ilton are a * likeable bunch*, ■* 

(cont'd on Page c) 
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SPORTS SPOTLIGHT 


BETTES SEASON, B. B. COACH 
PREDICTS 


CROSS COUNTRY TEAM COMPETES 



"This year 
last year’s,” So 
Basketball team. 
The season 
a match 
the other 
11am E, 

Bushwick, 
ilton will play 
Members of, 
Mainola, 7 ®»/' v 
Wilson, 5B, 

Pat Corbett, 
nold Weirsac 
Silva, 33, 
zolo, 3B. 


looks better- than 
Coach Cotier of the 


first, with 
Among 
are* Wil- 
Thomas Edison, 
New York. Ham- 
twice, 

ares Nick 
7C, Walter 
Caban, 31 
3J, Ar- 
3C, Joe 
and Fred Pet- 


P. LaRocca 


*** * -****** 


MANY TURN OUT iOR RIFLE 

With a very heavy turn out for the rifle 
team, Coaoh Frank Martha is very optimis¬ 
tic about the season. 


The team, which uses the Naval Armory 
for practice once a week, consists of 
W, Allen, IE, Albert Airarez, 5D, J, Bel¬ 
ton, 3F, M. GeTnstt, 1C, J. Casar, 1H, N, 
DeMora, 6B„, R.(da)u^3F, D. Figueroa, 1J, 
S. Furlet^3^5333^ i B.^Hjiehnez, 3H, B, Hard- 
ner, 3A, R. 6B, R. Hernandez, 

3K f J. Jalosky^ 5A, M« Kaiel, 5A, J, Kra¬ 
mer, IE, K. Kuller,\1J, B, Let stein, 5A, 
A. Lichtman, 3C|>''^B* -fl^hmed, 3®» A, Merola, 
ID, Mr. Mullerey, 3C, E, Purino, 1G, R. 
Oochiogrosso, 5k, J, Rogan, IE, J. Rudcw- 
ski, 5®» V. Soala, 3C, M. Sher, $C f J, 
Sharuli, 3Stambolis, 3 C * M, Varine 
5B, J. Yeglsk, 5 B * A, Ventimeglea, 1C,R, 
Neureb. 

hV y V WVWU wv; 
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WALLACE COPS SILVER MEDAL 


Michael Wallace, a sophomore, copped a 
liver medal, in the Brooklyn Championship 
Cross Country Meet on Nov. 3« Be placed 
f eve’ th out of an approximate 280 runners, 
Other Hamilton CC men and their standings 
aret Elbert Jones, 57th, Richard Pollard, 
• 5th, Willie Davis, ?6th, Walter Sails, 

■ Odh, Paul Welch, 101st, and Willie Wil- 


i m 118th. 


R, Pollard 


With three meets under its belt, Hamil¬ 
ton’s cross country team, while not victor¬ 
ious, has the distinction, in the NYU meet, 
of beating fifteen beams and leaving th * 
last place team &(1Q points behind it, fho 
other two meets \wWer-tshe Croup Run and the 
St, John’s raeet^jL/j *h' 

Five holdj?yer£i/irom OLdst year form the 
nucleus of th(is 
Michael WallaCej, 
lard, Elbert Jdsrea; 

Wallace, only! 
the team,with 
Davis’ best time 
and Pollard’s is 16:3 
Coach Barad safcB o' 
but urges more boys 
team. Practice is held at Prospect Park 
after school, and meets are held at Van Cor¬ 
tland Park on Saturdays, 

Regular track season will begin shortly. 

• R. Pollard 



jam. They are 
s, Richard Pol- 
Paul Welch, 

more, is ,#1 man on 
14 s30 fcar miles, 
«3<$, Joe’s is 16 i15» 

v team does very well, 
join to build up the 



SWIM COACH OPTIMISTIC 


In spit^ of .three losses, Coach Pulere. 
is optimistio about, the swim team’s chances, 
"The boys this term .loQk very good. The 
team is well-balanced - three qivtarters of 
^b^'teamy / ig compoSed 'seqQ^dr'end thirl 

■farmers*'^^fsaid last week.,^ J; J 

The matches were lost td &ew JJtrecht, 51 
-43, to Jefferson, ^7-21, and to Boys’ High 
52-38. 
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NAHP3NG* 
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MR. FOX (cont'd) 

Mr. Fox came to Hamilton in '94^* a Pi¬ 
oneer in vocational high school education. 
Mu^i of what he developed and planned for 
this school can he seen in operation in 
many other vocational high schools in this 
city. 

lfeny feel that his greatest contribution 
was the introduction of a well-rounded pro¬ 
gram in the vocational high school. He 
felt that boys should he trained to be well- 
informed, polite, and well-groomed citizens. 

His insistence on standards of personal 
appearance, now taken for granted in most 
high schools, was, at the time of its in¬ 
stitution here, an almost unheard of thing. 

Prior to his coming to Hamilton, Mr. Fox 
had been administrative assistant at the 
George Westin^iouse Vocational High School. 
Before that he had taught at continuation 

school. 

Before he became a teacher, Mr. Fox had 
:»een an engineer, a position which made him 
particularly well-qualified to head a voca¬ 
tional school. 


A TOKEN OF 

THEIR ESTEEM 

If you owned the subway and were going 
to award a price, what would it be? To¬ 
kens, of course. 

Subway riders will be given an opportu¬ 
nity to win a year's supply of tokens —500 
of them. 

The requirement is to submit a name 
suitable to describe those passengers with 
such annoying subway habits ass 

1. Blocking the doors 

2, Pushij&g their way through 

5, Littering, and, worst of all, 

4, Sneaking a seat that has been 
offered by a gentleman to an elderly lady, 

A series of four posters will be dis¬ 
played simultaneously on the racks of the 
more than 6,000 subway oars and 2,000 buses 
operated by the New York City Transit 
Authority beginning Wednesday, October 11, 
starting with the BMT, 

In each of the posters the offending 
passenger is shown as an animal 1,0. g., a 
donkey for a litterbug, an elephant for 
blocking the doorway, etc,), and the rider 
is asked to give the animal what he thinks 
is the most appropriate name. 

• 

The contest is, of course, in line with 
the courtesy drive underway on the buses 
and subways. As Charles L. Patterson, 
chairman of the New York Transit Authority 
said: "We are trying to discourage the 

one person in a thousand who offends the 
6,000,000 passengers who ride our subways 
and buses every day. We hope this appro¬ 
ach will make them mindful of their respon¬ 
sibilities, just as our appeal for passen¬ 
ger courtesy served to remind our riders 
how easy it is to get along with their 
neighbors by the simple use of the words, 
"Please, Sorry and Thanks," 
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m. DELMAESTRO PRESENTS 
VARIED PROGRAMS 

In its initial appearance, Mr. Del- 
Mr.estro* s Stage Workshop crew parodied 
various commercials to make its point* 
Join the G. 0. 

In the second a ssembly of the season, 
he Stage Workshop presented a panel show, 
"What’s Your Library Book?" featuring Ray¬ 
mond Valcich, 7A, as moderator, and a pan¬ 
el consisting of Anthony Pierro, Ted Pio- 
trwoski, Richard Robb, and Paul Fallon. 

In the show, designed to promote use of 
the library, various guests appeared, each 
of whom represented the author of, or a 
character from, a well-known book. For in¬ 
stance, Mark Twain appeared, and the panel 
ijad to guess, by questioning him,his iden¬ 
tity. 

(cont’d on p, 8) 

INQUIRING REPORTER 

QUESTION* If you were in charge of re¬ 
designing the sohool, what would .you do? 

Neil Casert.ano , 7B* If I could Sraw up 
plans for a new school, I would put larger 
classrooms in, and a sink in every shop, 
plus escalators. 

Richard Edwards » 6BV* ...take out all the 
outer piping which runs through the halls 
and enclose it in sheet metal. I’d make 
.11 the floors tile... 

nthony Vitale . 7B* I would put in a swim¬ 
ring pool and a lounge also. The programs 
would say "lounge" instead of ’‘lunch," 

R aymond Valcioh . 6A* The rooms should be in 
gay colors, with fetter lighting and better 
furniture. 

Ar thony Rossi, 7B* Put a suggestion box on 
etch floor. 

3c win Ellis, 7A, and Robert Simmons , 7A,* 
MAKE IT COEDS 


N.B.C. HOSTS 
SCHOOL REPORTERS 

NBC and Helena Rubinstein played host 
to high school newspaper reporters on Sat¬ 
urday, October 14,at the Little Theatre in 
the Helena Rubinstein salon in Manhattan. 

The purpose of this meeting was to in¬ 
troduce the production staff of the new NBC 
television program, "Update." 

"Update" is a program especially de¬ 
signed for teen-agers. Its main function 
is to explain the news events in such a 
way that teen-agers will be able to under¬ 
stand them easily. 

The meeting began with a discussion, 
after which the students watehed the pro¬ 
gram on TV monitors. Then there was an 
informal luncheon at which Helena Rubin¬ 
stein and "Update" moderator R<t»ert Aber¬ 
nathy and the production s taff were intro¬ 
duced, 

A question and answer session followed, 
during which students asked various ques¬ 
tions, made suggestions and criticisms. 

"Update" appears':on Channel 4* See your 
newspaper for day and time. 

James Schmidt 


SPOTLIGHT CHANGES FORMAT 

With this edition, the Spotlight ap¬ 
pears in a new format. 

Formerly, with the exception of the oc¬ 
casional printed edition, the mimeographed 
editions were printed on longer paper, and 
consisted of fewer pages. 

The most startling innovation, however, 
is the use of pictures for the first time 
in a mimeographed edition. This is made 
possible by the use of a new machine. 

Ordinarily, a stencil is cut by type¬ 
writer, directly on the blank stencil 
sheet. With the new machine, however, 
copy is typed up and inserted with a spec¬ 
ially treated blank stencil, and the mach¬ 
ine cuts the stencil electronically. 














INQUIRING REPORTER 

QUESTION* How do you find Hamilton dif¬ 
ferent from your other school? (Asked of 
new s tudent s )« 

William Downs , 3®* 1. We circulate sepa¬ 

rately, not in groups, 2, Better shops, 

5. Meet new friends, 4. Lunches are Let¬ 
ter, 5. Assemblies are enjoyable. 6. I 
like the gym. We didn’t have a track or 
parallel bars, etc., in my last school. 

Joseph Silva , 3B: To me this is a great 

change in life because in JHS you could 
get away with mol's. I like this^school 
very much because X am playing bail for 
the school. 

Earl Cross, 5E: I find AHVHS very differ- 
ent from niy old JHS. There's a difference 
in the programs. They have more and bet¬ 
ter shops... plus, they have more sports 
you can get into. What’s good about Ham¬ 
ilton is that they like their boys to be 
very neat ... and at the end of.the term 
you write down what you would like for 
your program for next year# 

Richard DeLie, 3A: This is my first year 
in this school. In JHS we only had two 
periods of shop a week. Here we have it 
every day. In JHS we only had eight per¬ 
iods a day? here it’s nine... In my opin¬ 
ion this is one of the best schools in 
the city. 

Carlos Acebido , 31* Mo girls’ 

MR. DELMAESTRD PRESENTS (cont’d) 

Other participants were Seth Pennington, 
Sam Delgado, Christopher Kontos, R. C. Cap- 
estany, Gary Maurer, Henry Dreher, and R. 
Kobus. 

For his third production, Mr.DelMaestro 
motivated the students for Parents’ Right. 
This he did by presenting a oourtroom 
drama in which a student wa3 guilty of ne¬ 
glect in not bringing his parents to school. 
At the crucial moment in the trial, the stu¬ 
dent awoke to find it was only a dream. 

(cont’d next column) 


HAMILTON HOLDS PARENTS’ NIGHT f 

"The thirteenth of November, a date to 
remember," finally rolled around, and Ham¬ 
ilton held its much publicized Parents’ 
Night. 

As part of Open School Week, parents 
were invited to visit the school, see tha 
teachers, inspect the shops, srd attend 
an assembly in the auditorium, where Mr- 
Wilner spoke to them. 

In . this manner, an opportunity-was pro¬ 
vided to the parents to learn about the 
place where their sons spend one-fourth ( 
their time. 

********** 

NEW FACES (oont’d) 

Mr, Kastius t German-born, Mr, Kastius is 
a graduate of the University of the Stabe 
of New York, where he studied Industrial 
Teacher Training. Having spent four pates 
a half years in the Army Air Force, where 
he was an instructor in machine shop, Mr. 
Kastius has also taught at Thomas Edison 
Evening Trade School* As his hobbies, he 
lists reading, educational research,skat¬ 
ing, and dimming, 

MrjJJarrist Philadelphia, Pa. claims this 
affable new teacher as its own, and Brook¬ 
lyn College is his alma mater. At one 
time a teaoher at JHS 44,in Manhattan, Mr. 
Harris enjoys basketball, chess, and read¬ 
ing. 

********** 

MR. M3L0WITZ LEAVES FOR ARMY 

The U, S. Army has recalled Mr. Milcw- 
itz, social studies teacher (see n Msw 
Faces," this issue). He reporbed to Pert 
Bragg, N. C., where, incidentally, Mrs, 
Sorokin’s son is also stationed. 

An earlier departure was that of H % 
Kimmel, also a social studies teaoher , who 
was drafted into the army. 

********** 

Among the students participating in stel¬ 
lar roles were Bob Davis, Anthony Fierro an 
Ted Piotrowski, 













